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Rather than a simple update of the existing Professional Java Server Programming book, the J2EE

edition represents an evolution of the content to reflect the changing state of server-side Java

development. Whereas the first edition can be seen as an introduction to Java on the server, the

new edition is a more tightly integrated vision of how to combine the Java technologies to develop

n-tier applications in Java based primarily around J2EE. Since the release of the first edition in the

fall of '99, probably the single most significant change in the Java server-side landscape has been

the release of the Java 2 Platform, Enterprise Edition (J2EE). Although we covered many of the

elements of J2EE in the first edition of the book, many things have changed. J2EE represents a

serious attempt by Sun to make Java not just a viable language, but more importantly a viable

platform for enterprise development. This book is about how to use Java for enterprise

development, using the J2EE runtime architecture.  Wide range of technologies including: J2EE,

RMI, JDBC, JNDI, LDAP, XML, XSLT, Servlets, JSP, EJB, JMS, JavaMail, CORBA, Performance,

Scalability, Unit Testing, and Debugging Benefits and limits of the typical real-world vendor

implementations of the J2EE specification The resulting practical aspects of real-word design using

the J2EE technologies
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When it comes to the authoritative reference for server-side Java development, you can't go past

Professional Java Server Programming, J2EE Edition. This hefty tome is a revised version on

Professional Java Server Programming, updated for the Java 2 Platform Enterprise Edition. This

thick tome weighs in at over a massive 1600 pages, far more material than would normally be

expected for a book of its price. So what do you get for your money? Well, this is more than just a

book on a single Java technology, like servlets or RMI, or JavaServer Pages (JSP). With

contributions from twenty one (21) authors, you've got the most comprehensive guide to Java

server technologies, as well as related topics like XML, CORBA, RMI, Jini and JDBC. Then there's

the extra material, on Enterprise JavaBeans, JavaMail and other core J2EE technologies. This book

covers the entire gamut of server-side programming, linking one technology to the next. If you're in

a hurry, you won't want to read the book cover to cover. Instead, you can jump right in to the

technologies you're interested, picking and choosing as you please. This approach works well, and

is an important decision for commercial developers working to a schedule. It's a big book, but it's

easy to select the sections you need, as you need them. Like many books of its type, there's plenty

of examples, but the authors strike a good balance between theory and practical applications.

Unlike most books on server-side programming, there's also case studies for different technologies.

I particularly liked this feature - it's something that is generally lacking from most books.
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